said data processing system can be credited against said fees incurred for buying and/or 
selling loans [trading] through said data processing system. 



16. (amended) The 
processing system an indi 
/ 2 — selling loans [trading] £ 

incurred for lending thr cftigh 




od of claim 1 1 further comprising outputting from said data 
that a first portion of said fees incurred for buying and/or 
d data processing system can be credited against said fees 
data processing system. 



20. (amended) The methdd of claim 19 wherein said first measure of fees comprises 
fees incurred for lending through said data processing system and fees incurred for buying 
and/or selling loans [trading] through said data processing system. 



21. (amended) The method of claim 17 further comprising outputting from said data 
processing system an indicium, that a first portion of said fees incurred for lending through 
said data processing system dlaiLie credited against said fees incurred for buying and/or 
selling loans [trading] througi sakpdata processing system. 

22. (amended) The mepod of claim 21 further comprising outputting from said data 
processing system an indiciun l that a first portion of said fees incurred for buying and/or 
selling loans [trading] through said data processing system can be credited against said fees 
incurred for lending through s aid data processing system. 



1 31. (amended) A method comprising: 

2 , receiving at a data processing system a lending criteria from each of a plurality of 

3 lenders; 

4 receiving ^rpai^n d^a processing system a loan solicitation from an loan seeker; 

5 comparing \in\sai^ata processing system said loan solicitation to said lending criteria 

6 from each of said pli^ality of lenders to identify a first lender whose lending criteria are met 

7 by said loan solicitation ; and 

8 receivi#6 at said data processing system an indicium that a fee has been incurred with 

9 respect to t&nsactions involving said first lender. 
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35. (amended) A method comprising: 

receiving at a datapr^c^sing system a lending criteria from a lender; and 
outputting from saia dma^orocessing system an indicium that a first portion of a first 
measure of fees incurred vyRhj^spect to said lender for lending through said data processing 
system can be credited a^aiAst a second measure of fees incurred by said lender for buying 
and/or selling [trading} at least one loan through said data processing system. 



T 37. (amended) A method comprising: 

2 receiving at a data processings system an offer to sell at least one loan from a loan 

3 pool trader; and 

4 outputting from said data/hroce£sing system an indicium that a first portion of a first 

5 measure of fees incurred with respect to said loan pool trader for buying and/or selling 

6 [trading] loans through said data processing system can be credited against a second measure 

7 of fees incurred by said loan pqol trader for lending through said data processing system. 



Kindly add the following new claims. 



61 



1 39. A method, comprising the steps of: 

2 in a market for loans or lines of credit offered to consumers in which transactions 

3 occur among market participants in distinct first and second sectors, providing intermediation 

4 services for transactions in each of the two sectors; 

5 the first sector being retail origination of the loans or lines of credit, the 

6 intermediation services in the first sector including: 

7 during an application process for loans or lines of credit offered by a plurality 

8 of offerors, obtaining information describing applications made by a plurality of applicants 

9 for the loans or lines of credit, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicants 

1 0 relative to underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders; 

1 1 storing the application information in a database; 

12 submitting the obtained information for matching against underwriting 

1 3 standards of the offerors; 
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14 matching the applicants' information against underwriting standards of a 

15 plurality of lenders, and identifying to each applicant, from among those lenders having 

1 6 underwriting standards that the respective applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the 

1 7 lender that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees and best contractual terms; 

18 and 

19 essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a plurality of the 

20 loans or lines of credit, updating the database with information describing the closed loans or 

2 1 lines of credit; and 

22 the second sector being a secondary market for buying and selling of the loans or 

23 lines of credit, the intermediation services in the second sector including: 

24 providing intermediation services in the second sector pursuant to a 

25 predetermined pricing schedule providing credits for transaction fees paid by a party for 

26 intermediation of transactions in the first sector for redemption against fees payable by the 

27 party for intermediation of transactions in the second sector; 

28 offering to parties in the second sector real-time or near real-time access to the 

29 information in the database, the offer being under a prearranged pricing schedule providing 

30 reductions in the price of the information as fees increase for intermediation services 

3 1 provided for transactions in the first sector. 

1 V >4u. A method for performan^by a provider of intermediation services, 

2 comprising the steps of: X 

3 in a market for financia^products in which transactions occur among market 

4 participants in distinct firsj^nd second sectors, providing intermediation services for 

5 transactions in each of'fhe two sectors; 

6 a predetepmined pricing schedule for the intermediation services providing credits for 

7 transaction ^fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector for 

8 redemption against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second 

9 sector. 
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41 . The method of claim 40, further comprising the step of: 

offering information for sale to parties conducting transactions in the second sector, 
the information being information captured in the course of providing intermediation services 
in the first sector, the offer being under a prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions 
in the price of the information as fees increase for intermediation services provided for 
transactions in the first sector. 

42. The method of claim 40, wherein: 

the predetermined pricing schedule provides that transaction fees paid by a party for 
intermediation of transactions in the second sector are to be credited against access by the 
party to research information describing the financial products. 

43. The method of claim 40, wherein the financial products are loans or lines of 
credit to consumers. 

44. The method of claim 43, wherein the loans are home mortgages. 

45. The method of claim 43, wherein the loans are automobile loans. 

46. The method of claim 43, wherein the loans are personal loans. 

47. The method of claim 43, wherein the first sector is a retail origination market 
for the loans or lines of credit, and the second sector is a wholesale secondary market on 
which the loans or lines of credit are traded. 

48. The method of claim 43, further comprising the steps of: 

obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

storing the obtained information in a database for future disclosure to other market 
participants. 
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49. The method of claim 48, further comprising the steps of: 

storing in the database loan applicants' information at the time of completion of a 
loan application, before the loan is closed between a loan applicant and a lender. 

50. The method of claim 48, further comprising the step of: 

updating the database to reflect the terms of a loan closed between the loan applicant 
and a lender. 

5 1 . The method of claim 47, further comprising the step of: 

obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

matching the lean applicant's information against underwriting standards of a 
plurality of lenders 

52. The method of claim 5 1 , further comprising the step of: 

identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 
standards that the loan applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the 
best combination of low interest rate and fees and the best contractual terms. 

53. The method of claim 5 1 , further comprising the step of: 

identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 
standards satisfied by the loan applicant, a list of alternative lenders prioritized by low 
interest rate and fees and best contractual terms. 

54. The method of claim 43, wherein: 

the first sector is a wholesale secondary market for loans or lines of credit and the 
second sector is a retail origination market for loans or lines of credit. 

55. The method of claim 43, wherein the credits expire if not redeemed within a 
specified time period. 
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56. The method of claim 55, wherein the time period is the close of a month 
following the month in which the credits are provided. 

57. The method of claim 56, wherein the time period is the close of the month 
immediately following the month in which the credits are provided. 

58. The method of claim 40, further comprising the steps of: 
offering information for sale to market participants in the second sector, the 

information being information captured in the course of providing intermediation services in 
the first sector. 

59. The method of claim 58, further comprising the step of: 

structuring a pricing schedule for the sale of the information wherein the credits are 
applicable to reduce the cost of the information. 

60. The method of claim 40, further comprising the steps of: 

offering information for sale to market participants in the first sector, the information 
being information captured in the course of providing intermediation services in the second 
sector. 

61 . The method of claim 40, wherein the financial products are lines of credit. 

62. The method of claim 40, wherein the financial products are commercial loans. 

63. The method of claim 40, wherein the first market sector is an origination 
market for the financial products and the second sector is a secondary market for the 
financial products. 

64. The method of claim 63, wherein the first market sector is origination of 
insurance, and the second sector is reinsurance of existing insurance. 
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65. The method of claim 40, wherein the first market sector is a secondary market 
for the financial products and the second sector is an origination market for the financial 
products. 




A computer programmed to: 
provide intermediation data processing functions for a market in distinct first and 
second sectors of a market for financial products, and to record fees due for intermediation 
services in both sectors of t le market to participants in the market using the computer; and 
according to a predetermined pricing schedule, to record a portion of fees recorded 
for intermediation of transe ctions in the first market sector as credits for redemption against 
transaction fees for transactions in the second sector. 



67. The computer of claim 66, wherein: 

the predetermined pricing schedule provides for reduced pricing for access by a party 
to research information describing the financial products, the price reduction based on 
increased transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time period. 




68. The computer of claim 66, wherein the first market sector is an origination 
market for the financial products and the second sector is a secondary market for the 
financial products. 

?9. The computer of claim 68, furthejxJomprising: 

hardware and/or software designed^obtain information from applicants seeking the 
financial products, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicants relative to 
underwriting standards of a plupMty of offerors, for retail origination of the financial 
products, and to store the^plication information in a database; and 

hardware aod/or software designed to match the application information against 
standards of a^lurality of offerors. 




70. The computer of claim 69, wherein the financial products are loans to or lines 
of credit for consumers. 
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7 1 . The computer of claim 69, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to receive the application information essentially 
contemporaneously with the completion of applications for the financial products; and 

an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market 
for the financial products. 

72. The computer of claim 69, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to match the application against underwriting 
standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among those 
offerors having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of 
the offeror that has the best combination of low price and best contractual terms. 

73. The computer of claim 66, wherein the credits expire if not redeemed within a 
specified time period. 

74. The computer of claim 66, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to receive information describing applications for 
financial products, and to update the database with information describing the applications 
essentially contemporaneously with the completion of the applications; and 

an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market 
for the financial products according to the predetermined pricing schedule. 

75. The computer of claim 66, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to obtain information from an applicant for the 
financial product, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to 
offering underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, for retail origination of a financial 
product; and 

hardware and/or software designed to match the applicant's information against 
offering underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, 
from among those offerors having offering underwriting standards that the applicant meets, 
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an indicium of the identity of the offeror that has the best combination of low interest rate 
and fees and best contractual terms. 

76. The computer of claim 66, further comprising: 

offering information for sale to market participants in the second sector, the 
information being information captured in the course of providing intermediation services in 
the first sector. 

77. The computer of claim 66, being further programmed to record a portion of 
the fees recorded for intermediation of transactions in the second market sector as credits for 
redemption against transaction fees for transactions in the second sector. 




P intermediation services, 
ions occur in distinct first and 
actions in each of the two sectors; 
xansactions in the second sector, 
f providing intermediation services 
ng schedule providing reductions 
iiation services provided for 

79. The method of claim 78, wherein: 

the second sector is a secondary market for buying and selling of the financial 
products; and 

a predetermined pricing schedule for intermediation services provides that transaction 
fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector are to be credited 
against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second sector. 

80. The method of claim 78, wherein: 
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the first sector is an origination market, and the information is application information 
for the financial products obtained from applicants for matching against underwriting 
standards of a plurality of offerors of the financial products, the information being stored in a 
database. 

81 . The method of claim 80, further comprising the step of: 

essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a plurality of the financial 
products, updating the database with information describing the closed financial products. 

82. The method of claim 80, further comprising the step of: 

essentially contemporaneously with the completion of applications for a plurality of 
the financial products, updating the database with information describing the applications. 

83. The method of claim 78, wherein the financial products are loans or lines of 
credit to consumers. 

84. The method of claim 83, wherein: 

the information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to a loan 
applicant meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

85. The method of claim 83, wherein: 

the information includes a volume of loan applications meeting a profile specified by 
the party purchasing the information. 

86. The method of claim 83, wherein: 

the information includes a statistical characterization of loans closed, the loans 
meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

87. The method of claim 83, wherein: 

the information includes a statistical characterization of loan pools traded, the pools 
meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 
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88. The method of claim 83, wherein the first sector is a retail origination sector 
for the loans or lines of credit, and the second sector is a wholesale secondary market for 
buying and selling of the loans or lines of credit. 



89. The method of claim 88, further comprising the steps of: 

storing in the database loan applicants' information for loans not closed between a 
loan applicant and a lender. 

90. The method of claim 88, further comprising the step of: 

obtaining from an applicant information relating to the qualifications of the applicant 
relative to underwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan or line of credit; 
and 

matching the applicant's information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 
lenders. 

91 . The method of claim 90, further comprising the step of: 

identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 
standards satisfied by the loan applicant, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the 
best combination of low interest rate and fees and the best contractual terms. 

92. The method of claim 83, wherein: 

the first sector is a wholesale secondary market for loans or lines of credit and the 
second sector is a retail origination market for loans or lines of credit. 

93. The method of claim 83, wherein the credits expire if not redeemed within a 
specified time period. 




A computer programmed to: 

Lqs provide intermediations data processing functions for transactions of financial 

V J 
products in distinct first and/second sectors; and 
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provide access to infonriation to parties conducting transactions in the second sector 
and to record charges for thap access, the information being information captured in the 
course of providing intermediation services in the first sector. 

95. The computer of claim 94, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to obtain information from an applicant for the 
financial products, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, for retail origination of a financial product; 
and 

hardware and/or software designed to match the applicant's information against 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among 
those offerors having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the 
identity of the offeror that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees and best 
contractual terms. 

96. The computer of claim 94, being further programmed to: 

record fees due for intermediation services in both sectors of the market to 
participants in the market using the computer; and 

according to a predetermined pricing schedule, to record a portion of fees recorded 
for intermediation of transactions in the first market sector as credits for redemption against 
transaction fees for transactions in the second sector. 

97. The computer of claim 94, being further programmed to: 

record transaction fees for intermediation services provided to the parties, a 
predetermined pricing schedule for the intermediation services providing that transaction fees 
paid by a party for intermediation of transactions are to be credited against fees payable by 
the party for intermediation of other transactions, and providing for reduced pricing for 
access by a party to research information describing the financial products, the price 
reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time 
period. 



Response to Office Action of May 30, 2001 1 3 

NYDOCS04/315884 



31091/2c 09/370,619 




The computer of claim 94, being further programmed: 
to record fees due for intermediation services rendered in both sectors of the market 
to users of the computer; ana 

according to a predetermined pricing schedule, to record a portion of fees recorded 
for intermediation of transactions in the first market sector as credits for redemption against 
transaction fees for transactions in the second sector. 

99. The computer of claim 94, wherein the financial products are loans to and/or 
lines of credit for consumers. 

1 00. The computer of claim 94, wherein a predetermined pricing schedule provides 
for a reduction in a price of the information offered for sale, the price reduction increasing as 
fees increase for intermediation services provided to a party purchasing the information for 
transactions in the first sector. 

101 . The computer of claim 94, wherein: 

the information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to an applicant 
for the financial products meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

102. The computer of claim 94, wherein: 

the information includes a volume of loan applications meeting a profile specified by 
the party purchasing the information. 

1 03. The computer of claim 94, wherein: 

the information includes a statistical characterization of closed financial products, the 
financial products meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

104. The computer of claim 94, wherein: 

the information includes a statistical characterization of traded pools of the financial 
products, the pools meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 
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1 105. A method for performance by a provider of intermediation services, 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 on a secondary market for buying and selling of loans to consumers and/or lines of 

4 credit let to consumers, providing intermediation services for buying and selling of the loans 

5 or lines of credit, a predetermined pricing schedule for intermediation services providing that 

6 transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions are to be credited against 

7 fees payable by the party for intermediation of other transactions, and providing for reduced 

8 pricing for access by a party to research information describing the loans or lines of credit, 

9 the price reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the party over an 
1 0 agreed time period. 

106. The method of claim 105, further comprising the steps of: 

during an application process for the loans or lines of credit, obtaining information 
describing solicitations made by a plurality of applicants for the loans or lines of credit and 
submitted for matching against underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors of the loans 
or lines of credit, and storing the solicitation information in a database for sale to the parties. 

107. The method of claim 105, further comprising the steps of: 
obtaining information from a loan applicant, the information relating to the 

I qualifications of the applicant relative to underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders, for 
retail origination of a financial product; and 

matching the applicant's information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 
lenders, and identifying to the applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 
standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the best 
combination of low interest rate and fees and best contractual terms. 

108. The method of claim 105, wherein: 

the research information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to a loan 
applicant meeting a profile specified by the market participant purchasing the research 
information. 
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1 09. The method of claim 1 05, wherein: 

the research information includes a volume of loan solicitations meeting a profile 
specified by the market participant purchasing the research information. 

1 10. The method of claim 105, wherein: 

the research information includes a statistical characterization of loans or lines of 
credit closed, the loans or lines of credit meeting a profile specified by the market participant 
purchasing the research information. 

111. The method of claim 1 05, wherein: 

the research information includes a statistical characterization of loan pools traded, 
the pools meeting a profile specified by the market participant purchasing the research 
information. 

1 12. The method of claim 105, wherein: 

the schedule provides for credits for transaction fees paid by a market participant for 
retail origination of the loans or lines of credit, wherein the credits may be redeemed to offset 
transaction fees payable by the market participant for wholesale secondary buying and selling 
of the loans or lines of credit. 

1 13. The method of claim 105, further comprising the steps of: 

obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

storing the obtained information in a database for future sale to other market 
participants. 

1 14. The method of claim 1 05, further comprising the steps of: 

obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

matching the loan applicant's information against underwriting standards of a 
plurality of lenders. 
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1 1 5. The method of claim 1 14, further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 

standards satisfied by the loan applicant, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the 
best combination of low interest rate and fees and the best contractual terms. 

1 16. The method of claim 105, wherein the credits expire if not redeemed within a 
specified time period. 

1 1 1 7. A method for performance by a provider of computer information services, 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 during an application process for financial products offered by a plurality of offerors, 

4 obtaining information describing solicitations made by a plurality of applicants for the 

5 financial products and submitted for matching against underwriting standards of the offerors, 

6 and storing the solicitation information in a database; 

7 essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a plurality of the financial 

8 products, updating the database with information describing the closed financial products; 

9 and 

10 making the database available to parties on a secondary market for the financial 

1 1 products. 

1 1 8. The method of claim 1 1 7, further comprising the step of: 

matching the applicants' information against underwriting standards of the plurality 
of offerors. 

1 1 9. The method of claim 1 1 8, further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the applicants, from among those offerors having underwriting 

standards that the respective applicants meet, an indicium of the identity of the respective 
offerors that have the best combination of low interest rate and fees and best contractual 
terms. 
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120. The method of claim 1 1 7, further comprising the step of: 

in a market for the financial products in which transactions occur among market 
participants in distinct first and second sectors, providing intermediation services for 
transactions in each of the two sectors; 

a predetermined pricing schedule for the intermediation services providing credits for 
transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector for 
redemption against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second 
sector. 

121 . The method of claim 117, further comprising the steps of: 

offering to parties in a market for financial products real-time or near real-time access 
to statistics reflecting transactions in the financial products. 

122. The method of claim 1 17, further comprising the step of: 

matching the applicants' information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 
lenders. 

123. The method of claim 122, fiirther comprising the step of: 
identifying to the applicants, from among those lenders having underwriting 

standards satisfied by the applicant, an indicium of the identity of the respective lender that 
has the best combination of low interest rate and fees and best contractual terms for each 
applicant. 

1 24. The method of claim 1 1 7, further comprising the step of: 

providing intermediation services for buying and selling the financial products in the 
secondary market for the financial products; and 

structuring a pricing schedule to provide credits for transaction fees paid by a lender 
for obtaining the solicitation information for redemption against fees payable by the lender 
for intermediation of transactions in the secondary market. 
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125. The method of claim 124, wherein the credits expire if not redeemed within a 
specified time period. 

126. The method of claim 1 17, further comprising the steps of: 
offering access to the information to parties on the secondary market under a 

prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions in the price of the information as fees 
increase for provision of origination services for the financial products. 

127. The method of claim 1 17, wherein the financial products are loans to 
consumers. 

128. The method of claim 127, wherein the loans are mortgages. 

129. The method of claim 1 1 7, wherein the financial products are automobile 

loans. 

130. The method of claim 1 1 7, wherein the financial products are lines of credit. 

131. The method of claim 1 1 7, wherein the financial products are business loans. 

1 32. The method of claim 1 1 7, further comprising the step of: 

matching each applicant's information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 
lenders, and identifying to the applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 
standards satisfied by the applicant, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the best 
combination of low interest rate and fees and the best contractual terms. 

133. The method of claim 132, further comprising the step of: 

identifying to the applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting standards 
satisfied by the applicant, a list of alternative lenders prioritized by low interest rate and fees 
and best contractual terms. 
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134. The method of claim 117, wherein the first market sector is origination of 
insurance, and the second sector is reinsurance of existing insurance. 



1 135. A computer, comprising: 

2 hardware and/or software designed to obtain information describing solicitations for 

3 financial products from a plurality of applicants, and to store the solicitation information in a 

4 database; 

5 hardware and/or software designed to match the solicitation information against 

6 underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders; 

7 hardware and/or software designed to receive information describing closed financial 

8 products, and to update the database with information describing the closed financial 

9 products essentially contemporaneously with the closing of the closed financial products; and 

10 an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market 

1 1 for the financial products. 



136. The computer of claim 135, further comprising: 

offering the solicitation information for sale to the parties in the secondary market, 
the offer being under a prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions in the price of the 
solicitation information as fees increase for intermediation services provided to the lenders. 

137. The computer of claim 135, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to host a secondary market for buying and selling 
of the financial products and to maintain a record of fees earned for intermediation of 
transactions on the secondary market, a predetermined pricing schedule for intermediation 
services providing that transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions are 
to be credited against fees payable by the party for intermediation of other transactions, and 
providing for reduced pricing for access by a party to research information describing the 
loans, the price reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the party over 
an agreed time period. 

138. The computer of claim 135, further comprising: 
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hardware and/or software designed to provide reductions in price for access to the 
database by a party, the reductions increasing based on increased transaction volume 
achieved by the party over an agreed time period according to a predetermined pricing 
schedule. 

139. The computer of claim 138, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to credit transaction fees paid by a party for 
intermediation of transactions toward fees payable by the party for intermediation of other 
transactions according to a predetermined pricing schedule. 



1 140. A computerized m< Ihod, comprising the steps of: 

2 obtaining information from a loan applicant, the information relating to the 

3 qualifications of the applicant relative to underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders, for 

4 retail origination of a financial product; and 

5 matching the applicant's/information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 

6 lenders, and identifying to the applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 

7 standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the best 

8 combination of low interest rale and fees and best contractual terms. 



141 . The method of ;laim 140, further comprising the step of: 




which transactions occur among market participants in 
oviding intermediation services for transactions in the 



in a market for lo 
distinct first and second s< 
loans in each of the two sel 

a predetermined pricing scKedule for the intermediation services providing credits for 
transaction fees paid by a paah^ior intermediation of transactions in the first sector for 
redemption against fees payajble by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second 
sector. 



142. The method of claim 140, further comprising the step of: 
offering information! for sale to parties buying and selling on a secondary market for 
buying and selling of financial products, the information being information captured in the 
course of providing intermediation services in the first sector, the offer being under a 
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prearranged pricing schedule providinj 



reductions in the price of the information as fees 



increase for intermediation services provided for transactions in the first sector. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 



143. The method of claim 140, further comprising the steps of: 
structuring a pricing schedule to provide credits for transaction fees paid by a lender 
for obtaining the solicitation information for redemption against fees payable by the lender 



for intermediation of transactions 



ii the secondary market. 



1 44. The method of clain l 
specified time period. 



of appl 



1 45 . The method of clain i 
offering information for sa 

the qualifications of a plurality 
of lenders, and information relating 
the lenders, the offer being under 
price of the information as fees inc 
origination of financial products. 

146. The method of clai 
comparing interest rates. 



147. The method of clai 
comparing the annual interest rate, 



148. A computer, comprising: 



hardware and/or software 
financial product, the information 



140, wherein the credits expire if not redeemed within a 




140, further comprising the step of: 
j to lenders, the information being information relating to 
icants relative to underwriting standards of a plurality 
to financial products closed between the applicants and 
^rearranged pricing schedule providing reductions in the 
•ease for intermediation services provided to lenders for 



140, wherein the best combination is determined by 



146, wherein the best combination is determined by 
excluding adjustments for origination fees and points. 



designed to obtain information from an applicant for a 
relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, for retail origination of a financial product; 
and 



1 
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6 hardware and/or software desig led to match the applicant's information against 

7 underwriting standards of a plurality 01 offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among 

8 those offerors having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the 

9 identity of the offeror that has the best combination of contractual terms. 



A 



149. The computer of claim 148, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to provide intermediation data processing 
functions for buying and selling of the loans on a secondary market, a predetermined pricing 
schedule for intermediation services providing that transaction fees paid by a party for 
intermediation of transactions are to be credited against fees payable by the party for 
intermediation of other transactions, and providing for reduced pricing for access by a party 
to research information describing the loans, the price reduction based on increased 
transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time period. 

150. The computer of claim 148, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to receive information describing closed financial 
products, and to update the database with information describing the closed financial 
products essentially contemporaneously with the closing of the closed financial products; and 

an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market 
for the financial products. 



151. The computer of claim 1 48, further comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to receive information describing closed financial 
products, and to update the database with information describing the closed financial 
products essentially contemporaneously with the closing of the closed financial products; and 
an interface designed to i;iake the database available to parties on a secondary market 
for the financial products. 



152. The computer of claim 148: 

wherein the financial pro iuct is a loan, and the contractual terms include interest rate, 

v 

fees, and other contractual terms. 
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3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 



153. A method for performance by a provider of computer information services, 
comprising the steps of: 

offering to parties in a market for financial products real-time or near real-time access 
to statistics reflecting transactions in the financial products, the statistics reflecting financial 



products offered by a plurality of 



offerors to consumers, the statistics being gathered and 



offered essentially contemporaneo asly with the preparation by consumers of applications for 



the financial products and/or esser 
products. 



1 54. The method of clai 



credit. 



tially contemporaneously with the closing of the financial 




L wherein the financial products are loans or lines of 



155. The method of claim 



156. The method of claim 
characterizations of transaction vol 



157. The method of claim 
characterizations of the price for th 
making the inquiry. 



153, wherein the financial products are insurance policies. 



153, wherein the offered statistics include statistical 
ime in the financial products. 



153, wherein the offered statistics include statistical 
financial product for a market segment specified by a party 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-157 are now pending in the application. Claims 1,11, 17, 23, 29, 31, 35, 37, 
39, 40, 66, 78, 94, 105, 117, 135, 140, 148, and 153 are independent. 

The amendments to the specification are supported by U.S. Application Serial No. 
09/296,573. The '573 application was incorporated by reference into this application at the time 
the application was initially filed, and the amendments to this specification merely explicitly 
incorporate material that was previously incorporated by reference. Thus the amendments 
introduce no new matter. 
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